
Depew Union Free Central School District 
April 7, 2009 

3:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

  
CDEP Team 

Minutes 
 

Facilitators:  Sue Frey, Jim LiPuma 
In attendance:  Joe D’Amato, Theresa Mercuri, Donna Kozuch, Mary Ellen 
Gianturco, Sue Wagner, Jim LiPuma, Colleen Brown, Mary Walters, Kyle 
Giammarresi, Sue Ellis, Tracy Kanick, Carol Townsend, Bob Puchalski, Mike 
Capuana, Janet Gajewski, Heidi Salva, Sue Frey 
 
Item 
1.  Logo Update 
Joe D’Amato shared feedback from the Middle School PTO.  Comments included: the 
new logo provides a professional look…sharp, focuses on learning and education. Some 
liked the Wildcat in logo, since it ties in all aspects of what the district offers.  One parent 
from MS stated, “  I graduated from Depew, I live in Depew and I love the new logo, the 
way it ties everything in together.”  Mrs. Townsend stated that she shared logo with her 
high school shared decision making team and they were in favor of the new logo.  They 
hadn’t seen the version with the wildcat though.  She will share this with SDM team at 
their next meeting.  She will also share all logo versions with her PTO at their next 
meeting.  Mr. Puchalski shared that Cayuga PTO is not in favor of the new logo for a 
variety of reasons. They like the family oriented feel of the current logo.  One of the 
CDEP parent members commented that things change in business quarterly, and that as a 
district, we need modify/update our image more frequently.  
The committee had lengthy discussion regarding this issue.  It was generally felt by all 
that our CDEP committee has a “charge” to make decisions.  They don’t feel this issue 
should be up for a “vote” since we have a good cross section of stakeholder 
representation. 
 There was unanimous consensus that we would table the logo decision until our June 
meeting.  Before that meeting, Sue Frey and Bob Puchalski will meet with the Cayuga 
PTO to discuss questions and concerns they have about CDEP and the logo.   
2.  The Parent Involvement/Community Engagement  
Discussion of online tool, was it user friendly?:  Theresa Mercuri shared that without any 
interruption, survey completion took five minutes.   

- The committee then reviewed questions and the sample responses that came in 
from the survey trial.  Questions were modified for the final survey which will be 
administered to the public 

- LOGISTICS: 
A. How promote survey:   

 Press release,  



 Available at budget vote.  HS students assist in CHE computer lab. 
Paper copies will also be available at budget vote.   

-Jim LiPuma will coordinate this. 
 Promote via Global Connect 
 Put a link on district web site 
 Put article  in district budget newsletter 

B. Timeline for administration of survey:   
CDEP determined that the survey will be administered online from May 12-25. 

 
3. Survey Results:  (This will be discussed at May meeting) 
          A.  What do we want to do with survey information 
         B.  How will we share feedback with community 
               -in what time frame 
        C.. Parent involvement task group: next steps 
 
4.  Closure 
• Next CDEP Meetings:  Tues May 5, Tues June 9 (changed from 6/16..final CDEP 

report due at BOE meeting this evening) 
• Action Items 
• Quick Process Check 

 
VISION: 

Provide an engaging learning environment focused on 
achieving excellence 

 


